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SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER COMMENTS ON PRESIDENTIAL 
VISIT TO EUROPE 

1. LAST NIGHT, OCTOBER 23, FOREIGN MINISTER GASTON 
THORN TOLD ME THAT HE IS STILL VERY MUCH IN FAVOR OF 
A VISIT BY PRESIDENT NIXON TO WESTERN EUROPE BY THE 
END OE THIS YEAR. THORN COMMENTED THAT WE SHOULD NOT 
REALLY EXPECT THE U.S.-E.C. DECLARATION TO HAVE "ANY 
TEETH IN IT," BUT THAT THE PRESIDENT'S PRESENCE IN 
EUROPE WOULD (1) GIVE A NECESSARY IMPETUS TO THE CON- 
TINUATION OF THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE E.C. AND THE U.S., 
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AND (2) PROVE TO THE DOUBTING EUROPEANS THAT THE U.S. 
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REALLY BELIEVES OUR RELATIONS WITH WESTERN EUROPE ARE 
OE PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE. THORN EURTHER OBSERVED THAT 
A PRESIDENTIAL VISIT WOULD STRENGTHEN THE POSITION OE 
THOSE IN THE E.C. WHO EAVOR CLOSE TIES WITH THE U.S., 
IMPLYING THAT OCCASIONAL FRENCH OBSTRUCTIONISM COULD BE 
OVERCOME IE THE E.C. WERE GIVEN A EIRM TARGET DATE TO 
CONCLUDE THEIR PREPARATIONS. 

2. THORN ADDED THAT THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN U.S. AND 
EUROPE IN THE PAST TWENTY-EIVE YEARS SHOULD BE REEVALUED 
AND SHOULD BE ADAPTED TO THE NEEDS OF A FUTURE ERA. 

THE U.S. AND E.C. MUST DEVISE A NEW PLAN FOR CONTACTS 
WHICH ARE MORE IN KEEPING WITH CURRENT NEEDS AND ACTIVI- 
TIES. THE RESULTS OE THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT SHOULD NOT BE 
LIMITED TO THE SIGNING OF A JOINT U.S.-E.C. DOCUMENT, 

BUT SHOULD BE THE FIRST STEP ON A PATH TO GREATER UNDER- 
STANDING AND COOPERATION BETWEEN THE U.S. AND E.C. EARKAS 
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